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The Department of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises & Textiles, 
Government of West Bengal in collaboration with UNESCO has developed a 
hub of Patachitra  at Naya, Pingla in Pashchim Medinipur. 
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1.
the

location

Getting there:

By Train: The nearest railway station is Balichak 
and frequent local trains are available from 
Howrah. Balichak is about half an hour's drive 
from the village.  

By Road: Naya is about 120 kms from Kolkata 
and takes about 3.5 hrs by road.

 By Air: Kolkata is the nearest airport. 

Pingla 

Pingla is the village of singing painters who 
practice the art of Patachitra painting.  A visitor 
to the village is taken away by the wonderfully 
decorated walls of the village houses. An 
intricate tapestry of music and visual art is what 
makes Naya of Pingla more than just a village. 

Accommodation: 
One can stay at the artists' home or in a guest 
house in Pingla. There are hotels in Balichak as 
well. 

Sabang, famous for its marvelous madurkathi 
weaves is 15 kms away.

One can experience the serene beauty of 
Jhargram about 80 kms away from Pingla.

Nearby places of interest:



2.
the
craft

atachitra, a unique cultural tradition of Bengal, draws 

Pinspiration from the mythological tales of India. 
Traditionally, the Patuas paint stories on long scrolls of 

cloth. Patachitra has drawn the attention and interest of 
artists, art connoisseurs and art researchers and has been 
nationally and internationally acclaimed as a very interesting 
style of painting. To some, Patachitra is the precursor of 
modern day animation. 
Patuas' repertoire includes mythical characters from 
Hinduism, Islam and even from Christianity. Today, the Patuas 
are not only painting and singing on new themes but have 
also moved into new forays. The changing time has been 
deftly captured by the Patuas. Improvising from mythological 
stories, today the painters depict incidents like Tsunami or 9/11 
in their scrolls. Social themes like gender violence, child 
marriage have also found place in their creations.
Traditionally, the paintings were on mythological stories. The 
epic scrolls are religious and mythological stories. They paint 
on stories based on Manasamangal, Ramayan, Krishna and 
his love for Radha, on Satyapir or Jesus Christ. Many other 
topics like life of tribal people, marriage of fish and stories of 
wild animals also find buoyant expression in their painted 
frames. Nowadays, Patuas paint scrolls on contemporary 
social issues ranging from violence against women to climate 
change.

Different types of Patachitra Paintings 

Patachitra was originally an art form of the Santhal 
community. The influence of Buddhism is also very much 
prominent in some of the paintings. Santhal Pata is primarily of 
three types: Patas depicting various miraculous activities of 
the Santhal deities, ritualistic pats (Paroloukik Pata) depicting 
life after death, and lastly, the enquiry pat (Mara Haza Pata), 
which is painted to look for a person gone missing while 
hunting or otherwise. Chakhkhudan Pat is a custom still 
practiced during bereavement. When a person dies, the 
Patua visits the house of the deceased with a painting of the 
deceased, without depicting the eyes. 



3.
the

crafts 
persons

rafts persons at Naya have formed a cluster by the name of 

C“Chitrataru”. Chitrataru takes an active role in finding 
opportunities for sale, training of young crafts persons, organizing 

festival of Patuas and maintaining connections with buyers etc. 

Leading crafts persons are Gurupada Chitrakar and Anwar Chitrakar who 
have won National award, Amit Chitrakar, Ruma Chitrakar, Soma Chitrakar, 
Ajay Chitrakar, Hajera Chitrakar, Meena Chitrakar who have won state level 
award, Rupban (Swarna) Chitrakar. Manu Chitrakar, Monimala Chitrakar, 
Rahim Chitrakar, Moyna Chitrakar, Jaba Chitrakar and the have all 
travelled far and wide showcasing their art form.   

               GP               Village # of 
households

# of 
crafts

 persons

# of 
women

    Maligram               Naya                       70                      230                 110



he raw materials used to make a piece of traditional Patachitra 

Tpaintings are: papers, cloths, adhesive and natural colour 
extracted from fruits, flowers, vegetable, leaves and mud. The 

artists extract red colour from Saffron, blue from Aparajita, White from 
Kusum Mati, green from runner beans or brown from Teak leaves. Gum 
from wood apple is extracted in a coconut shell and mixed with 
natural colours and kept in the bright sunlight to darken. 

4.
the
raw
material



5.
the
process



1. Outlines of the 
paintings are directly 
drawn on paper with 
paint and brush. 

2. the line drawings are 
filled in with colour.

1

2

4. The paintings are 
dryed naturally.  

3. A layer of recycled 
soft fabric is pasted on 
the reverse side of the 
paper to make the scroll 
stronger.

3
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6.
the
product

atachitra in its original form is painted on paper scrolls. With design 

Pinterventions in  recent times paintings id done not only for 
narrative purposes but also for decoration on various products. 

These include apparel, fashion accessories, lifestyle items, furniture, 
jewellery etc. 







he artists of Pingla celebrate their annual 3-day festival “Potmaya” 

Tsince 2010. The unique festival held in mid November every year. 
Every house in the village transforms into an art gallery. Visitors can 

interact with the artists, get to know about the stories behind their 
paintings, learn about the ways to extract natural colours and paint 
and collect some marvelous art works.   
 The next festival will be held on November 11 - 13, 2016.

While in Pingla, one can visit the common facility centre built with 
the support of West Bengal Khadi & Village Industries Board, which 
houses the award winning artefacts from the hub and  know more 
about the craft of Patachitra.

7.
the

festivals



8.
directory

Chitrataru

P.O. & Village: Naya
P.S: Pingla
District: Pashchim Medinipur, 
Pin: 721140
Phone no: + 91 9733521335 
e-mail: rch.patachitra.pingla@gmail.com

Anwar Chitrakar 
+91 9733700769
  
Bahadur Chitrakar (President)
+91 9734536388

Dukhushyam Chitrakar 
+91 9933542873

Gurupada Chitrakar
+91 9679479557 

Jaba Chitrakar
+91 8509477383

Khadu Chitrakar
+91 9733521594
                                         
Manu Chitrakar
+91 9732731776

Montu Chitrakar (Secretary) 
+91 9733521335

Mamoni Chitrakar
+91 9932170077

Rani Chitrakar
+91 9609066351

Rahim Chitrakar
+91 9932356176

Rupsana Chitrakar
+91 9832592732

Sonali Chitrakar
+91 9126144489

Swarna Chitrakar
+91 9732799107

Yakub Chitrakar
+91 9733952127
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directory
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